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Arch Communications Group, Inc, ("Arch"), by its attorneys, hereby submits

these reply comments in the above-captioned docket, Arch fully supports the Commis-

sion's efforts to evaluate and assess the future wireless communications needs ofpublic

safety agencies, and recognizes the need to provide adequate frequencies for these

agencies to carry out the provision ofcritical services, However, as demonstrated in the

opening comments ofArneritech Mobile Services, Inc. ("Arneritech"), "a reallocation of

the VHF frequencies assigned under Part 22 would not serve the public interest."}

Arch is a leading provider ofwireless messaging services, primarily paging, with

over 3 million pagers currently in service. Arch operates in more than 40 states and in 90

ofthe 100 largest markets in the United States.

In evaluating the future spectrum needs ofpublic safety wireless communications,

the Commission's Notice ofProposedRule Making in this proceeding states that "VHF

channels presently allocated for the Public Mobile Service may be lightly used or even

See Comments ofArneritech Mobile Services, Inc. ("Arneritech"), WT Docket
No. 96-86 at 1 (filed October 21, 1996).
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unused in some regions."2 Arch strongly disagrees with this assessment ofthe services

being provided on the VHF frequencies assigned under Part 22. Rather, as noted above,

Arch supports the opening comments ofAmeritech, which clearly explain that the

contrary is true - i.e., significant one-way paging operations are being conducted on the

Part 22 VHF frequencies.

As Ameritech points out, the VHF frequencies licensed under Part 22 ofthe rules

originally were allocated for conventional mobile two-way use.3 In fact, the Commission

has allowed one-way paging on these frequencies for some time in light of the fact that

cellular systems have claimed most ofthe two-way users from these frequencies as well

as the dramatic increase in demand for additional spectrum for one-way paging service.

In its First Report and Order in CC Docket No. 87-120,4 the Commission acknowledged

that ''vast and numerous wide-area systems have been constructed using two-way mobile

channels, which apparently serve paging customers almost exclusively."

Further, in its Notice ofProposedRule Making in WT Docket No. 96-18, the

Commission recognized the importance ofthese frequencies to paging operators,

2

3

..

In the Matter ofThe Development ofOperational, Technical, and Spectrum
Requirements for Meeting Federal, State and Local Public Safety Agency
Communication Requirements Through the Year 2010, Notice ofProposedRule
Making, WT Docket No. 96-86, FCC 96-155, at paragraph 75 (reI. April 10,
1996).

See Ameritech at 2.

In the Matter ofFlexible Allocation ofFrequencies in the Domestic Public Land
Mobile Service for Paging and Other Services, First Report and Order, 4 FCC
Red. 1576 (1989).
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commenting that the VHF and UHF paging channels in the 152 and 454 MHz bands

"appear to be more heavily licensed than the 931 MHz [paging] channels.'"

The messaging industry in general, and Arch in particular, make extensive use of

these frequencies for one-way paging service, continually adding new customers. Any

reallocation ofthis congested spectrum -- and the possibility that expansion ofexisting

systems would be curtailed or service to existing customers would be disrupted -- would

be disastrous to the public interest. Arch also emphasizes that numerous existing

customers (and potential new customers) are in public safety related fields, including

police, fire and medical services.

Arch endorses the Commission's efforts to plan for the future needs ofpublic

safety wireless communications. The Commission should take all steps necessary to

ensure that public safety agencies have the spectrum necessary to carry out their duties;

however, the Commission should not reallocate the VHF frequencies licensed under Part

22, which are heavily used by one-way paging providers.

Respectfully Submitted,

ARCH COMMUNICATIONS GROUP, INC.

BY:~~~~
/~hryn A. Zachem

John B. Branscome
WILKINSON, BARKER, KNAUER & QUINN
1735 New York Avenue, N.W., Suite 600
Washington, D.C. 20006
(202) 783-4141

Date: December 19, 1996

In the Matter ofRevision ofPart 22 and Part 90 ofthe Commission's Rules to
Facilitate Future Development ofPaging Systems; Implementation ofSection
309(j) ofthe Communications Act - Competitive Bidding, Notice ofProposed
Rule Making, 11 FCC Red. 3108, 3112 (1996).
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